Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY . . .




December 6, 2010
Your Elected Officials . . .

      
Pessimism toward today’s elected officials may be a tired and worn subject for readers, but later this week, Gilpin citizens are about to have thrown in their faces yet again a public display of a lack of integrity and moral responsibility later.  


As of today’s date, trial for a Gilpin County elected official will get under way this week on charges of official misconduct – something that has not occurred in “recallable history.”  Over the years, Gilpin County has had its share of recalls, more often than not without success.  


Far too often, citizens are incensed at the level of “self gratification” elected officials are willing to go after for themselves, but when it comes right down to doing something about it even when that conduct is illegal, refuse to get involved.   


Earlier this year, in January to be exact, the Gilpin Board of County Commissioners was presented with a letter from the Gilpin County Republican Party Central Committee requesting that “the Board of County Commissioners take appropriate action and appoint a suitable replacement for the office of Clerk of Recorder vacated pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes 30-10-105(1) d which states:  ‘The incumbent’s ceasing to be an inhabitant of the county for which he was elected or appointed.’ ”  


Additional citation was included:  “Colorado Revised Statute 30-10-105 indicates:  ‘No interpretation of vacancy needed.  So simple, direct and integrated is the language of this section that there is no room for interpretation as to when a vacancy occurs.’ ”  People v. Enlow.  That case was a very interesting read.  


The irony of how Gilpin’s Board of County Commissioners handled this matter is demonstrative of a culture that pervades government at all levels throughout this county, but the underlying driving force of such a culture is this:  elected officials more times than not fear their own actions and conduct coming under the microscope of public scrutiny.  

And that’s where Gilpin’s citizens are this week, dealing with yet another black mark against the County and further publicizing that its elected officials are for themselves and be damned the oath of office:  “I, _____________, do solemnly swear by the ever living God, that I will support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully perform the duties of the office of ____________, upon which I am about to enter.”  This oath is that as cited in People v. Enlow.  


Trial for Gilpin Clerk and Recorder Jessica (formerly Lovingier) Kays is scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on December 9, 2010.  Point-of-Information:  Lovingier/Kays was defeated in her bid for re-election in the August 2010 Primary Election by Rebecca Lloyd, who in turn was narrowly defeated by Democrat Colleen Stewart in the General Election.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  

Doris Beaver

